Parish Bulletin, St Mary’s Inverness

30 Huntly St, Inverness, IV3 5PR
Tel: 01463 233519 (All Parish Matters)
01463 231837 (St Joseph’s School); 07738 291961 (Hospital Emergencies)

07311 498993 (Non-Emergency Hospital visits) 07988 670997 (St. Vincent de Paul Society)
Email: stmarysinverness@rcda.scot
highlandyouth@rcda.scot (Youth Matters) hdlife@rcda.scot (Deanery pro-life officer)
hdmeals@rcda.scot (Meals service)

Parish Clergy Laurence Gambella (Priest in Charge)
Patrick Darbyshire (Deacon); Graham Cumming (Deacon)

Administration:  Carol MacLean (Finance);
Christine Cameron: Christine.cameron@rcd-abdn.org (Safeguarding).
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FOR YOUR PRAYERS
+ SICK +

+ Ann Cameron + Isobel Kelly + Roddy Corbett + Marjory Trace + Lennie Stirling +
+ Heather Taylor + Teresa Graczykowska + David Reid +
+ Jakub & Emily Akacki + Sr. Anne Marie + Jane McMaster + Ralph Stewart +
+ Graham Grant + Leila Molona-Allen + Ishbel McKenna +
+ Valentina Nicogda + William (Billy) Fraser + Gordon Skillin +

+ ANNIVERSARIES +

+ John Stewart + Andrzej Typiak + Alexander Chisholms + Neil MacDonald +
+ Jean Young + Isabelle Ross + David Forsyth + Irene Sutherland +
+ Margaret Blackhurst + Walter Grant + Mark Morris + Kathleen Rose Campbell +
+ Grzegorz Teodor Rachula + Thomas MacLean + Robert George McConnachie +
+ Gloria Coffrini + Elizabeth Ann (Annie) Gray + Angela Spear +

We continue to pray for our Seminarians

Anh Tuan Nguyen, Richard Webster, Jason Nunes and Victor Ezeajughu

Huge congratulations to our newest priest, Fr Rene de los Reyes whose ordination
we were privileged to attend on Friday evening. We wish him well in his new Ministry
wherever that may be ......

Many thanks to Richard Webster for his work with us during his placement. We
offer prayers for his future. We also pray for Jason & Victor who commence
seminary in early September. Fr Peter Ezekoko will be joining us for another year as
he continues his studies at UHIL.

White Fathers Appeal: The White Fathers will be making an appeal over the
weekend of 12" /13" September. There will be a second collection at all Masses that
weekend.

Weddings in September: Please pray for those whose weddings occur this month
— Karolina & Matt and Felicity and Stephen on 12" September and Diana and Archie
on 19" September.

Fr Laurence will be away next weekend. He will be celebrating Mass in his former
parish in Manchester and attending the Golden Jubilee of priesthood of Fr Tom
Connolly who visited St Mary’s a couple of years ago.

Server’s Medals — A number of our servers will be receiving their Guild of St
Stephen medals during the Masses this Sunday. We thank them for their continued
service to our parish.



Old Piety Stall: Following the visit of Adam Clarke, Diocesan Property Manager on
Thursday, it appears that the renovation to the old piety stall is going to take much
longer than anticipated as it is going to take 9 — 12 months for the walls to dry out.
Adam also carried out surveys at St Mary’s and Stratherrick and he will provide us
with details of any further suggestions and requirements shortly.

Pilgrimage to Rome 27 April — 5™ May 2027: The cost of this will be £650 for
bed and breakfast accommodation and travel within Italy, however individuals should
book and pay for their own flights. Places are limited to 14 and will be allocated on
a first come first served basis. Please also note that four of the rooms are twin so will
require sharing. Full payment will be required by Christmas and travel insurance must
be in place to ensure that any changes do not become the responsibility of the parish.
Please reserve your place with Fr Laurence.

Volunteers for helping with the Friday Youth Group and Children’s Liturgy:
Please note that arrangements for the Friday Youth will be different this year with
only two meetings per month beginning at the end of September. This, however,
does not apply to the Catechist classes for Holy Communion and Confirmation which
will be more frequent after Christmas.

Workshops: Training for Eucharistic Ministers will be on Thursday 10" September
at 6pm in the Marian room. If you are already involved in this ministry it is vital that
you attend the session. Please be aware that if you have not been involved before in
this particular ministry, it may be that another may be more suitable to your gifts.

Special volunteer required! For Wednesdays after 3.30pm. A generous soul is
required to take out the bins from the house and sacristy and ensure that the front of
the church and presbytery is kept clean and free from weeds and animal deposits!
Please contact the office if you can help.

Filipino Mass: On Sunday 27" September at 3pm followed by refreshments in the
hall.

RCIA: For those interested in becoming Catholic — RCIA will commence on
Monday 21* September. The theme this year will be RCIA through Vatican II and
subsequent papal teachings.

Mass for the Season of Creation at St. Columba’s Culloden on Tuesday 1%
September at 7.30pm. The Season of Creation is a time to renew our relationship
with our Creator and all creation through the celebration, conversion and
commitment together

St Joseph’s (Highland) Deanery: Holy Mass at Clachan Comar, Marydale, Cannich
on Saturday 19" September at 12.00 noon. Further details on the post at the back of
the Church.



Bishop Hugh’s Appeal: Please take one of the postcards at the back of the church
regarding the appeal for renovations to the Cathedral.

Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill: Bishop John Keenan has issued a pastoral
letter urging Catholics across Scotland to contact their MPs ahead of the return of the
Terminally IIl Adults Bill to the House of Commons on Friday 11 September.
Although this new legislation would apply only to England and Wales, Bishop Keenan
stresses that this remains an important moment for Catholics in Scotland.

50" Anniversary of the Canonisation of St John Ogilvie: St Thomas’ Keith is
holding a special Mass on Saturday 17 October at 11.00. However, this coincides
with Fr Max’s 15 years ordination. Therefore to allow us to mark both occasions, we
are hoping to lead a pilgrimage to Keith on the evening of Friday 16 October, to visit
his rooms and to celebrate Mass in St Thomas’.  Please let us know if you are
interested in going.

Women’s and Men’s Retreats at Kilcoy Castle: Women’s Philips Retreat 18-20
September; Men’s Philip’s Retreat 30 Oct — 1 Nov. Further details on the poster at
the back of the Church.

Looking at Sacted Music in our Parishes and Schools: With Bishop Hugh
Gilbert OSB and several church musicians co-presenting: On Saturday 19™
September at St Francis of Assisi, Mannofield 10am — 4pm and on Saturday 26
September at Greyfriars Convent, Abbey St., Elgin 10am — 4pm. Please register your
interest in attending by contacting the Bishop’s PA bishopspa@tcd-abdn.org. Teas
and coffees available. Please bring your own packed lunch on the day.

National Youth Pilgrimage to Pluscarden Abbey: Saturday 26" September.
Teenagers and young adults from all over the country will travel to our diocese to
tour Pluscarden Abbey, hear testimonies and religious life and learn a bit of chantl.
More info: https://www.rcda.scot/diocese-of-aberdeen-youth-events-2026-27/

Parish Finances: If you are a UK taxpayer, please consider Gift Aid for any
contributions to the parish. For further information please speak to Carol. If you wish
to make any payments/donations to the patish, cheques should be made out as follows:

RCD - Inverness St Mary’s
Collection: 23/08/2026 £1512

Many thanks for your generosity to the Parish



