
St Mary’s, Inverness 

Novena of the Holy Face of Jesus 

 

DAY FOUR 
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 “While we too seek other signs, other wonders, we do not realize that 

He is the real sign, God made flesh; He is the greatest miracle of the 

universe: all the love of God hidden in a human heart, in a human face.” 

— Pope Benedict XVI 

 

Daily Preparatory Prayer : 

O Most Holy and Blessed Trinity, through the intercession of Holy 

Mary, whose soul was pierced through by a sword of sorrow at the 



sight of the passion of her Divine Son, we ask your help in making 

a perfect Novena of reparation with Jesus, united with His sorrows, 

love and total abandonment. 

We now implore all the Angels and Saints to intercede for us as we 

pray this Holy Novena to the Most Holy Face of Jesus and for the 

glory of the most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Fourth Day 

Psalm 51: 8-9 

Indeed you love truth in the heart; then in the secret of my heart teach 

me Wisdom.  O purify me, then I shall be clean; O wash me, I shall be 

whiter than snow.  

 

O Lord Jesus, who has said, learn of me for I am meek and gentle of 

heart, and who did manifest upon The Holy Face the sentiments of Thy 

divine heart, grant that we may love to come frequently and meditate 

upon Thy divine features.  We may read there Thy gentleness and Thy 

humility and learn how to form our hearts in the practice of these two 

virtues which Thou desires to see shine in Thy servants.  Mary our 

Mother and St. Joseph, pray for us. 

Through the merits of your precious blood and your Holy Face, O Jesus, 

grant us our petition, …Pardon and mercy. 

 



 

Sorrowful Mother 

 

Prayer in Honour of the Sorrows of The Blessed Virgin 

O Most Holy and afflicted Virgin, Queen of Martyrs!  Who stood 

beneath the Cross, witnessing the agony of your dying Son, look down 

with a mother’s tenderness and pity on us as we kneel before you to 

venerate your Sorrows and place our requests, with filial confidence, in 

the sanctuary of your wounded heart.  Present them on our behalf to 

Jesus, through the merits of His most sacred Passion and Death, 

together with your sufferings at the foot of the Cross, and through the 

united efficacy of both, obtain the favour which we humbly ask.  To 

whom shall we go in our wants and miseries if not to you.  O Mother 

of Mercy, who having so deeply drunk of the chalice of your Son, 

graciously alleviate the sufferings of those who still sigh in this land of 

exile.  Amen. 



Prayer to the Souls in Purgatory 

My Jesus, by the sorrows you suffered in your agony in the garden, in 

your scourging and crowning with thorns, in the way to Calvary, in your 

crucifixion and death, have mercy on the souls in Purgatory, and 

specially on those that are most forsaken.  Deliver them from the dire 

torments they endure.  Call them and admit them to your most sweet 

embrace in Paradise.  Amen.      

 

Pray one (1)    Our Father, three (3)   Hail Marys, one (1)   Glory Be. 

O Bleeding Face, O Face Divine, be every adoration Thine. (3 times) 

 
“I seek for Veronica’s to wipe and honour my Divine Face, for it has 

few worshipers.” –Our Lord to Sr. Marie St. Pierre 

Psalm 24    

   Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord? 

Who shall stand in his holy place? 

The man with clean hands and pure heart, 

who desires not worthless things, 

who has not sworn so as to deceive his neighbour; 

He shall receive blessing from the Lord 

and reward from the God who saves him. 

Such are the men who seek him, 

seek the face of the God of Jacob. 
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“O Holy Face of Christ, light that enlightens the darkness of doubt 

and sadness, life that has defeated forever the force of evil and 

death, O inscrutable gaze that never ceases to watch over mankind; 

Face concealed in the Eucharistic signs and in the faces of those 

that live with us!  Make us pilgrims in his world, longing for the 

infinite and ready for the final encounter, when we shall see you, 

Lord, “face to face” (Cor. 13-12) and be able to contemplate you 

forever in Heavenly Glory.” — Pope Benedict XVI 



Daily Preparatory Prayer 

O Most Holy and Blessed Trinity, through the intercession of Holy Mary, 

whose soul was pierced through by a sword of sorrow at the sight of 

the passion of her Divine Son, we ask your help in making a perfect 

Novena of reparation with Jesus, united with His sorrows, love and total 

abandonment. 

We now implore all the Angels and Saints to intercede for us as we 

pray this Holy Novena to the Most Holy Face of Jesus and for the glory 

of the most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

Fifth Day 

Psalm 51: 10-11 

Make me hear rejoicing and gladness, that the bones you have crushed 

may revive.  From my sins turn away your Face, and blot out all my 

guilt. 

Holy Face of Jesus, Sacred Countenance of God, how great is your 

patience with humankind, how infinite your forgiveness.  We are 

sinners, yet you love us.  This gives us courage.  For the glory of 

your Holy Face and of the Blessed Trinity, hear and answer us.  Mary 

our Mother, intercede for us, St. Joseph, pray for us. 

Through the merits of your precious blood and your Holy Face, O Jesus, 

grant us our petition, …Pardon and mercy. 

Prayer to St. Joseph* 



 
St. Joseph 

Dear St. Joseph!  Adopt us as thy children, take charge of our 

salvation; watch over us day and night; preserve us from occasions 

of sin; obtain for us purity of body and soul, and the spirit of prayer, 

through thy intercession with Jesus, grant us a spirit of sacrifice, of 

humility and self-denial; obtain for us a burning love for Jesus in 

the Blessed Sacrament, and a sweet, tender love for Mary, our 

Mother.  St. Joseph, be with us in life, be with us in death and 

obtain for us a favourable judgement from Jesus, our merciful 

Saviour.  Amen. 

Pray one (1)   Our Father; three (3)     Hail Marys; one (1).  Glory Be. 

 

O Bleeding Face, O Face Divine, be every adoration Thine. (3 times) 

* [The prayer to St. Joseph in this novena reminds us of the love of 

God the Father.  He looks upon us with infinite pity, mercy and love 

through the Face of His Son, Jesus Christ.    The Holy Face of Jesus 

shows us the eternal, tender love that God the Father has for us.]                                                                 
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 “Il Volto Santo” Holy Face of Manoppello, Italy Photo: Paul Badde 

O Most Holy and Blessed Trinity, through the intercession of Holy 

Mary, whose soul was pierced through by a sword of sorrow at the 



sight of the passion of her Divine Son, we ask your help in making 

a perfect Novena of reparation with Jesus, united with His sorrows, 

love and total abandonment. 

We now implore all the Angels and Saints to intercede for us as we 

pray this Holy Novena to the Most Holy Face of Jesus and for the 

glory of the most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

Sixth Day 

Psalm 51: 12-13 

A pure heart create for me, O God, put a steadfast spirit within me. Do 

not cast me away from your presence nor deprive me of your Holy 

Spirit. 

 
 

Mary, Spouse of the Holy Spirit 

May our hearts be cleansed, O Lord, by the in-pouring of the Holy 

Spirit, and may He render them fruitful by watering them with His 

heavenly dew.  Mary, the most chaste spouse of the Holy Spirit, 

intercede for us, St. Joseph, pray for us. 



 Through the merits of your precious blood and your Holy Face,  

O Jesus, grant us our petition, …Pardon and mercy. 

 Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel  

 

 

St Michael's Victory over the Devil (1958), at Coventry Anglican Cathedral 

St Michael's Victory over the Devil is a 1958 bronze sculpture by 

Jacob Epstein, displayed on the south end of the east wall outside of 

the new Coventry Cathedral, The cathedral is dedicated to St Michael.  

The sculpture symbolises the victory of good over evil, and depicts a 

winged angel with spear, standing with arms and legs spread above 

the bound figure of the horned devil lying supine. The larger than life 

statue stands some 25 ft high, with the angel's wings spreading 23 ft. 

Epstein was first asked to make a small model about 18 inches high. 

He made several preliminary studies in plasticine and bronze, and had 

started to work on the main work by the time his commission was 



approved in 1957. Reportedly, some members of the cathedral 

reconstruction committee objected to Epstein being commissioned, 

with one complaining "But he is a Jew", to which the architect, Basil 

Spence, responded "So was Jesus Christ".   
 

 

 

“Who is like God?” – 

St. Michael the Archangel 

 

O Victorious Prince, most humble guardian of the Church of God 

and of faithful souls, who with such charity and zeal took part in so 

many conflicts and gained such great victories over the enemy, for 

the conservation and protection of the honour and glory we all owe 

to God, as well as for the promotion of our salvation; come, we 

pray Thee, to our assistance, for we are continually besieged with 

such great perils by our enemies, the flesh, the world and the devil; 

and as Thou wast a leader for the people of God through the desert, 

so also be our faithful leader, and companion through the desert of 

this world, until Thou conduct us safely into the happy land of the 

living, in that blessed fatherland from which we are all 

exiles.  Amen.  (St. Aloysius) 

Pray one (1)    Our Father; three (3)    Hail Marys; one (1)   Glory Be. 

O Bleeding Face, O Face Divine, be every adoration Thine. (3 times) 
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